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The Black River Hospital (BRH) in St. Elizabeth 
has benefitted from donations aimed at improv-
ing healthcare in rural Jamaica.  
 
On Wednesday, January12, the hospital received 
two phototherapy lamps for its Paediatric Unit 
from District Grand Lodge of Mark Master Ma-
sons of Jamaica & the Cayman Islands and two 
bariatric wheelchairs for plus-sized patients from 
the We Care Social Outreach Development Ltd. 
 
Consultant Pediatrician for the BRH, Dr. Aggrey 
Sajabi thanked the District Grand Lodge of 
Mark Master Masons for donating the costly 
phototherapy lamps, which are used to treat se-
vere jaundice in babies. 
 
“We have had to transfer babies to other hospi-
tals in the recent past because of the need for 
more lamps so this donation will facilitate the 
vital treatment of these babies. We are grateful 
because now we are quite enabled to treat more 
children and put less burden on the regional   
hospital and allow them to concentrate on things 

that only they can do. We are a small hospital but we are extremely proud of the ability to be able to manage the majority of inborn 
babies and definitely to be self-sufficient” Dr. Sajabi said. 

 
Turning to the donation of the bariatric wheelchairs, 
CEO for the hospital, Diana Brown Miller explained 
that the wheelchairs that the hospital use are of a stand-
ard size; however, when patients of a different size are 
to be transported, it presents challenges because of the 
absence of the specific type of wheelchair.  

 
“When we have patients of plus-size, we have to use a 
stretcher; however, now that we have these wheel-
chairs, it will be easier for patients and staff to manage 
and transport. I want to thank the We Care Social Out-
reach Development Ltd. for being one of the most con-
sistent in supporting the facility with medical supplies 
and donation. They have been donating to the hospital 
for several years and I also want to thank Kingsley 
Shipping Services for providing free shipping to the 
group for these items” Mrs. Brown Miller said. 
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Consultant Pediatrician for the BRH, Dr. Aggrey Sajabi (right) is photographed with 
District Grand Master Linton Andrews (2nd right) and members Dr. Basil Robinson (2nd 
left) and Reuben Spencer after the handing over of the phototherapy lamps which treat 
severe jaundice in newborn babies. 

CEO for the Black River Hospital, Diana Brown Miller 
(left) accepts the donation of two bariatric wheelchairs 
from Founder and Director of the We Care Social Out-
reach Development Ltd. The group has been donating to 
the hospital since 2017.  
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The Black River Hospital (BRH) in St. Elizabeth has received 9 wheelchairs, 2 walkers and 2 crutches, valued 
at J $400, 000, to boost its patient care. 

 
The items were donated to the hospital on Wednesday, January 5, 2022 by owner of Hardware & Plumbing 
Supply Ltd. and a native of St. Elizabeth, Howard Bailey. 

 
CEO for the hospital, Diana Brown-Miller expressed gratitude to Mr. Bailey for the donation which will help 
the hospital with increased patient care during the continued COVID-19 Pandemic. 

 
“The BRH registers its profound gratitude for this donation and looks forward to the continuous support from 
our partners and well-wishers. The hospital is always in need of wheelchairs and since COVID-19, wheel-
chairs have been helpful to the hospital and became beds to house patients when our COVID wards have been 
at full capacity. Wheelchairs are among the primary tools of our trade in healthcare and we are grateful to Mr. 
Bailey for considering the Black River Hospital to donate these items” Mrs. Brown-Miller said. 

 
Mr. Bailey, who now resides overseas, noted that he has always wanted to give back to his community and 
chose healthcare because of the challenges brought on by the Pandemic. 

 
“Because of the challenges of COVID-19, healthcare needs all the support it can get and I am happy I am able 
to assist and be of service to the hospital and the community” Mr. Bailey added.  

In the News: Southern Regional Health Authority  

Black River Hospital Receives Donation to Boost Patient Care 

CEO for the hospital, Diana Brown-Miller (2nd left) accepts the donation from owner of Hardware & 
Plumbing Supply Ltd., Howard Bailey (centre) on Wednesday, January 5. Photographed also from 
the BRH are: Operations Manager, Nicola Allen Morris (left); Porter, Desmond Brown (2nd right) and 
Porter Oshane Simms.  
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The Percy Junor Hospital (PJH) in North East Manches-
ter has received a high-flow nasal cannula machine val-
ued at US $10, 000, to support COVID-19 patients who 
need oxygen, particularly during this surge in cases. 
 
The life-saving machine, which gives patients oxygen 
under a high flow rate and at a warm temperature, which 
is easier for the body to absorb, was donated by retired 
American businesswoman Cynthia Johnston and handed 
over to the hospital on Tuesday, January 18.  
 
Senior Medical Officer at the PJH, Dr. Carlos Wilson 
thanked Mrs. Johnston for her generous donation, noting 
that patients will benefit tremendously from this dona-
tion. 
 
“It allows us to warm oxygen at a high flow basically 
pushing it down the nostrils so it can get into the lungs 
so that it can wash out the old air that is there and bring 
fresh oxygen in so that patients can try and get as much 
oxygen as possible into their system. Not only COVID 
but especially in COVID ill patients, they are robbed of 
oxygen. Just imagine that you want to breathe and when 
you take a breath you are not getting that feeling of oxy-
gen and it’s almost as if you are being starved” Dr. Wil-
son said. 
 

He added that: “This machine can prevent patients from going on a ventilator because once you get to the stage where you are 
on a ventilator, it is extremely difficult to get off. It is truly a life-saving machine not just in COVID but in patients with heart 
failure, heart disease and anyone who is being robbed of oxygen.”  

 
Pastor from the Houston Seventh-Day Adventist Church in the USA, Dr. Denton Rhone explained that his father was a patient 
at the PJH and needed the high-flow nasal cannula machine to assist with his recovery, adding that he informed his congrega-
tion and Mrs. Johnston responded. 

 
“Dr. Stephen Chung stepped in tremendously to assist my father and made the appeal that he needed that machine to help with 
treating him. Sis. Johnston stepped in and went and fully funded this machine. My father never needed this machine after be-
cause he recovered but Dr. Chung said there are many COVID patients who this machine can assist significantly and so Sis. 
Johnston said let it stay at the hospital and you can do it in memory of my husband Hank Johnston” Dr. Rhone explained.  

 
Mrs. Johnston, who has only visited Jamaica twice said: “When Pas-
tor Rhone first talked about his father being in the hospital and he 
talked about a machine I was not there when he discussed this ma-
chine. However, when I came back into town and heard about the ma-
chine I asked for the specifics and Pastor Rhone’s love and concern 
came through for his father loud and clear and having lost someone I 
love I knew that pain. The Lord used Pastor Rhone to touch my heart 
to give to the Jamaican hospital where he was in the hospital to help 
the doctors and patients there. My husband loved helping people and I 
was able to use what my husband had provided for my family to bless 
others” Mrs. Johnston said.  

 

In the News: Southern Regional Health Authority  

Oxygen Machine Boost for Percy Junor Hospital by Generous American 
 

(Left to right): Health Director from the Jamaica Union Confer-
ence of Seventh-Day Adventists, Dr. Dudley Hosin; PJH Director 
of Nursing Services, Jacqueline Pennicook; PJH Senior Medical 
Officer, Dr. Carlos Wilson and Parish Manager for the Clarendon 
Health Services, Joseph Grant are pictured here after the handing 
over of the high-flow nasal cannula machine to support COVID-19 
patients who need oxygen. 

Retired American businesswoman Cynthia Johnston, who joined the hando-
ver virtually. 
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Parish Manager for the Manchester Health 
Services, Sandia Chambers Ferguson 
(centre) and Parish Health Education and 
Promotion Officer, Shereen Williamson 
Reid (right) accept a donation of medical 
supplies from Custos of Manchester, Hon. 
Garfield Green on Friday, January 14 at the 
Manchester Health Department. 
 
The Custos through his office, with the sup-
port of organizations, has been supporting 
the health team in the parish with medical 
supplies and Personal Protective Equipment 
to manage the COVID-19 Pandemic. The 
items include surgical masks, face shields, 
gloves, hand sanitizers, alcohol and other 
supplies.  
 
Mrs. Chambers Ferguson thanked the Custos 
for his continued support and donation, 
which she noted will be very useful for the 

hospitals and health centres in Manchester at this time as the country experiences another surge in COVID-19 
cases. 

In the News: Southern Regional Health Authority  

Manchester Health Team Continues to Receive Support From Office of the 

Custos 
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Elva Mahabee, head of the England based charity - It Takes a Community to Raise a Child, donated medical 

supplies to the Southern Regional Health Authority (SRHA), on Wednesday January 26.  

 

Ms. Mahabee teamed up with Bradford New Testament Church in West Yorkshire, England and David Bu-

chanan of Global Car Dealers Limited in Jamaica, to make the donation. 

 

They undertook the initiative after hearing about the plight of hospitals in the SRHA at the height of the third 

wave of the Pandemic last year.  

 

“In 2021, we shifted our focus due to the Pandemic and its effects on our country. My business Mahabee     

Promotions - a UK based company in collaboration with the Bradford New Testament Church, West Yorkshire 

and Mr. Buchanan, joined hands to donate some emergency supplies to the SRHA. The donation is valued at 

approximately £560.00,” Ms. Mahabee told Barbara Ellington – Resource Mobilization Officer for the SRHA. 

 

The donation comprised: Dettol, air freshener, surface cleaners, 12 Pulse Oximeters, 1 box Disposable Surgi-

cal Gowns, I box face shields and 25 Comfort Air Beds. 

     Credit: SRHA Resource Mobilization Officer, Barbara Ellington  

In the News: Southern Regional Health Authority  

It Takes A Community To Raise A Child 

Picture shows Elva Mahabee posing with one of the air beds and other items she donated to 
the SRHA on Wednesday January 26, at 3 Brumalia Road in Mandeville. Accepting the    
donation on behalf of the SRHA is Resource Mobilization Officer, Barbara Ellington.  
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CEO of Mandeville Regional 
Hospital, Mr. Alwyn Miller 
(left), accepts three barrels of 
PPEs from Chairman of the 
Southern Regional Health Au-
thority, Mr. Wayne Chen - that 
were donated by more than 40 
former residents of Christiana 
in Manchester, now living in 
New York. 
 
The items were donated in re-
sponse to a viral video that 
showed Covid-19 patients in 
need of hospital supplies.    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In December, the Southern Regional Health Authority  re-
ceived a donation of US$2000.00 worth of food, disposable 
pampers, bed linen, towels, toiletries and clothing from 
Marjorie Powell in collaboration with a group of Sunday 
School teachers from Atlanta based Grayson United Meth-
odist Church.  
 
The items were sent in response to my (Barbara Ellington) 
appeal on behalf of Ebenezer Home for the Mentally Chal-
lenged Men, Curphey Home, New Vision Children’s Home, 
Candle in The Dark and also two families from Robin’s 
Hall in Manchester, comprising a total of 11 fire victims 
who lost all their possessions. 
 
Presentations were made to the intended recipients who 
were all grateful for the donations. 
 
 

In the News: Southern Regional Health Authority  

Christiana Natives Give Back to Mandeville Hospital  

 

Help From Sunday School Teachers  

Miss Folkes, the manager of New Vision Children’s Home 
looks at pampers and food for the children donated by Mar-
jorie Powell and her team of Sunday School teachers from 
Grayson United Methodist church in Atlanta, Georgia, in 
January 2022.  



 

With some 30 years under her belt, Veronica Miller-Richards is 
an expert in the field of health information management. 
 

She was first employed as a Clerical Officer and Health Records Technician at the Manchester Health Department and through 
years of honing her skills, she has mastered her craft and now functions as the Regional Health Records Administrator at the 
SRHA Regional Office. 
 

In her capacity, she collaborates in the planning and implementation of a Regional Health Information system that is consistent 
with the Ministry of Health & Wellness' (MOHW) policies and international standards; provide leadership and direction to 
health records staff in the Region as well as generate accurate and reliable patient information reports for submission to the 
MOHW. She also acts as the custodian for health records in the Region and establishes controls to ensure confidentiality of 
health records. 
 

Vern as she is called, tells the Southern Pulse that she has found her job very rewarding and her other job positions have 
moulded her to share her knowledge and expertise in the growth and improvement of the health information systems across the 
region. She adds that the collaboration among her team members has kept her going through the challenges that may exist. 
 

Though she wanted to be a nurse growing up, Veronica has had several achievements in her field such as formalizing a health 
information management structure regionally for primary and secondary care during the period 2005/2006 and serving as the 
current President of the Jamaican Health Information Management Association (JaHIMA), formerly Jamaica Medical Records 
Association (JMRA). 
 

She shares that she is also the current International Federation of Health Information Management Associations (IFHIMA) 
National Director of Jamaica and has served as a member of the Advisory Committee for Health Information Technology at 
the University of Technology and provided support to the Barbados Health Information Management Association in forming 
their Association and attending their launch in November 2013. 
 

This health information management expert has won three scholarships from IFHIMA to attend health information manage-
ment Congresses in Dubai, Saudi Arabia  in 2019; Tokyo, Japan in 2016 and Montréal, QC Canada in 2013. This, she shared 
was achieved through papers written on specific topics. She has received the Jamaica Civil Service Association Long Service 
Award in 2016; the SRHA Long Service Award in 2018; an Honorary BSc. Degree in Health Science/Health Management 
with major in Health Information Management in 2014; a Merit ASc. Degree in Health Information Technology in 2006 and a 
distinction and merit certificates in Health Records Statistics Level 2 in 2000.  
 

Veronica is guided by the philosophy, failure is not an option and describes herself as vigorous, enthusiastic, a risk-taker and a 
no-nonsense person. She shares that she is also a team player, persistent and determined, resourceful and flexible. 
 

In five years, she hopes to travel the world and also continue to share her health information management expertise with her 
colleagues through mentorship of existing and new persons in the profession.  
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Regional Health Records Administrator 

SRHA Regional Office   
  
    

“Health Information Management Expert” 



 

The adoption and adher-
ence to procurement 
guidelines has been de-
scribed as a driving 
force in economic devel-
opment, given the strong 
purchasing power of the 
Government and for this 
reason, the importance 
of the Public Procure-
ment Department at the 
SRHA Regional Office 
cannot be overstated. 
 
The department ensures 
that the health facilities 
within the Region are 
provided with the re-
quired goods and ser-
vices in a timely, effi-
cient and economic man-
ner in keeping with the 
Government of Jamaica 
Policies and Procedures 
and the Public Procure-
ment Act 2015 and Reg-
ulations.  
 
Director of Public Pro-
curement, Stacey-Ann 
Edwards explains that 
the department keeps the relevant facilities and stakeholders abreast of any changes within the guidelines and ensures the 
necessary advice or information is provided for its effective implementation within the SRHA.  
 
A department that embraces the importance of teamwork, they are responsible for procuring the needed goods and ser-
vices on a competitive basis for the facilities within the SRHA without compromising quality. This is done while under-
taking a procurement process, that is driven by transparency and excellent negotiating skills as the department aims to 
get the best possible goods/services while obtaining value for money.  
 
Other services that  the department provides include: coordinating and organizing procurement trainings; monitoring and 
maintaining contracts of goods and services to ensure that the objectives and basic principles of the procurement guide-
lines and procedures are complied with; generating and tracking purchases to ensure that there is timely delivery of 
goods and services from suppliers; as well as providing the Finance Division with the necessary information to facilitate 
payment and reconciliation of supplier accounts.  
 

The team members also keep up-to-date with price movements, technological improvements and changes to ensure that 
orders for suppliers are procured in the most efficient and economic manner while engaging in proper record-keeping 
practices, which make it easier to trace the steps taken in a procurement activity and generating and submitting of reports 
for the various reporting bodies.    

 
The department possesses great interpersonal skills, that helps with communication with internal and external customers. 
This, they pride themselves on, even when faced with pressure due to the heavy demands on the health system. The team 
continues to play its part by going above and beyond to provide the necessary resources (goods and services), catering 
not only to the needs of the clients that access the health care system, but the staff members who should be equipped to 
provide these services.    
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PUBLIC 
PROCURMENT 

TEAM 

Front Row: Public Procurement Officer, Tania Morrison (left); Public Procurement Administra-
tor, Amanda Rochester (right).  
Back Row: Director, Public Procurement, Stacy-Ann Henry Edwards (left), Senior Procurement 
Officer (Actg.), Nadine Fearon Francis. 
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Wellness Bytes 
 

 

“Types  of Vaccine”  

 



What is a vaccine? 

A vaccine is a type of medicine that stimulates a person’s 
immune system to produce immunity to a specific disease, 
protecting the person from the disease. 

 

How do vaccines work? 

Vaccines work with your body’s natural defense to build 
protection. When vaccinated, your immune system is able 
to: 

Recognize the invading germ ( e.g. virus or bacteria). 

Produce antibodies that fight and destroy the germ before 
you become unwell. 

 

How vaccines help  

Vaccines contain weakened or inactive parts of a particular 
organism (antigen) that triggers an immune response within 
the body. Newer vaccines contain the blueprint for produc-
ing antigens rather than the antigen itself. Regardless of 
whether the vaccine is made up of the antigen itself or the 
blueprint so that the body will produce the antigen, this 
weakened version will not cause the disease in the person 
receiving the vaccine, but it will prompt their immune sys-
tem to respond much as it would have on its first reaction to 
the actual pathogen. 

Herd immunity  

When someone is vaccinated, they are very likely to be pro-
tected against the targeted disease. But not everyone can be 
vaccinated. People with underlying health conditions that 
weaken their immune systems (such as cancer or HIV) or 
who have severe allergies to some vaccine components may 
not be able to get vaccinated with certain vaccines. These  

 

 

 

 

 

 

people can still be protected if they live in and 
amongst others who are vaccinated. When a lot 
of people in a community are vaccinated the 
pathogen has a hard time circulating because 
most of the people it encounters are immune. So 

the more that others are vaccinated, the less likely people 
who are unable to be protected by vaccines are at risk of 
even being exposed to the harmful pathogens. This is called 
herd immunity. 

This is especially important for those people who not only 
can’t be vaccinated but may be more susceptible to the dis-
eases we vaccinate against. No single vaccine provides 
100% protection, and herd immunity does not provide full 
protection to those who cannot safely be vaccinated. But 
with herd immunity, these people will have substantial pro-
tection, thanks to those around them being vaccinated. 

Credit: World Health Organization  

 

 

HR And You: 
 

“VACCINES” 
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We welcome your input. Please submit your         
articles and feedback for the February edition to:  

    Latoya Laylor Brown, Public Relations Officer                                         

Email: latoya.laylor@srha.gov.jm 

Like and follow us: 

Facebook: southernregionalhealthauthority 

Instagram: southernregionalhealthJA 

Twitter: SRHAJamaica 

Youtube: SouthernRegionalHealthAuthority 


