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Health and Wellness Minister Dr Christopher Tufton (fourth right) is accompanied by Jamai-
caôs chief medical officer Jacquiline Bisasor-McKenzie (fourth left), representatives of the 
Southern Regional Health Authority and other stakeholders as they break ground for the new 
May Pen Hospital Outpatient Department building on Friday, July 5, 2025. 



May Pen Hospitalõs New $642M Outpatient Building to Be Completed 

in 16 Months  

In the News: Southern Regional Health Authority  

A $642-million development project at the May Pen Hospital in Clarendon has been hailed by stakeholders as a for-
ward-thinking and transformative investment in the regionôs healthcare infrastructure.  
 
Last Friday, ground was officially broken and contracts signed for the construction of a new outpatient department 
(OPD) building, being developed by the Ministry of Health and Wellness through its Health Systems Strengthening 
Programme (HSSP). The project, to be executed by Jiangsu Zhenhuai Construction Group Co Ltd, is expected to be 
completed within 16 months following the contractorôs mobilisation to the site. 
 
Eugena Clarke-James, chief executive officer of the hospital, described the project as a testament to the facilityôs com-
mitment to delivering ñexceptional serviceò to the people of Clarendon and surrounding parishes. 
 
The new facility will offer a wide range of services, including general consultations, specialist clinics, cardiology, la-
boratory services, and minor procedures. The 2,040 square metre structure has been designed to enhance patient flow, 
improve comfort, and support more efficient delivery of care. 
 
Wayne Chen, chairman of the Southern Regional Health Authority (SRHA), described the expansion as a long-awaited 
dream. 
 
ñThis hospital ï a Type-C hospital ï serves people in St Catherine, St Ann, Manchester, and that is a testament to the 
work of the staff here who have worked under very constrained circumstances for a very long time,ò said Chen, adding 
that the current infrastructural design of the hospital was not conducive to the kind of pressure to which it is exposed. 
 
He also noted the hospitalôs workforce had grown significantly, from 2,000 employees in 2016 to more than 3,000 full-
time staff in 2025 ð a feat he posits as a clear indication of the facilityôs expanding role in the regional health system. 
 
Under the HSSP, the new OPD will also support digital transformation in healthcare, featuring structured information 
technology and server rooms to facilitate electronic health records (EHR).  
 

Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton (seated, second left) and Managing Director of Jiangsu 
Zhenhuai Construction Group Company Limited, Jason Ji (seated, second right) sign the contract for the new outpatient 

department building at the May Pen Hospital in Clarendon, during the ground-breaking ceremony on Friday (July 4).  
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The building will include accessible features such as lifts and wheelchair-friendly restrooms, in addition to a staff 
lounge, changing rooms, a conference room, and other staff amenities.  
 
Orett Clarke, HSSPôs project coordinator, noted that extensive groundwork had already been done to prepare for the 
development ð including perimeter fencing, relocation of the main entrance, and infrastructure upgrades to the 
hospitalôs sewage network. 
 
ñWe also upgraded the sewage network on the compound to ensure that this new building will start on solid, mod-
ern infrastructure without causing disruption to existing systems,ò Clarke said. 
 
Among the attendees was 2025 Miss Clarendon Festival Queen, Rhaveen Kildare, a third-year medical student, 
who expressed optimism about the project. 
 
ñIt is encouraging to see such a patient-centric development. As someone deeply committed to healthcare and to my 
community, this gives me hope that I may be able to complete my internship and rotation activities right here in my 
home parish,ò Kildare shared. 
 
Dr Christopher Tufton, minister of health and wellness, described the initiative as a critical milestone in the coun-
tryôs ongoing healthcare transformation, particularly in the fight against non-communicable diseases such as heart 
disease, diabetes, cancer, and chronic respiratory illnesses, which remain the leading causes of death in Jamaica. 
 
ñThis project reflects the Governmentôs unwavering commitment to strengthening primary and secondary 
healthcare infrastructure, with a focus on accessibility, quality, and resilience. The people of Clarendon deserve 
world-class facilities and services, and this new department is a key part of ensuring they receive just that,ò said 
Tufton. 
 
He confirmed that May Pen Hospital was the 
eighth of 13 facilities to receive major up-
grades under the HSSP. 
 
ñBut, as a Government, weôre not stopping 
here. The progress in Clarendon over the last 
five years is proof of this,ò he added. 
 
Tufton also referenced past improvements un-
der the Inter-American Development Bank 
expansion project, including $30 million in 
roof repairs at the May Pen Hospital, and the 
hiring of additional doctors, nurses, and allied 
health professionals across the parish to re-
duce wait times and improve patient out-
comes. 

Credit: The Jamaica Gleaner Minister of Health and Wellness Dr. the Hon. Christopher 

Tufton (third right), looks on as Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 
of May Pen Hospital, Eugena Clarke-James (fourth left), unveils 

the sign for the new outpatient department building that will be 
constructed at the May Pen Hospital in Clarendon . 
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May Pen Hospitalõs New $642M Outpatient Building to Be Completed 

in 16 Months  (Continued)  



In the News: Southern Regional Health Authority  

Darlow Health Centre in Clarendon Renovated  

Residents of Darlow and surrounding communities 
in Clarendon, are now accessing healthcare at the 
renovated Darlow Health Centre, which was com-
pleted at a cost of $5.3 million, under the Govern-
mentôs Operation Refresh programme. 
 
The initiative aims to make buildings more resilient, 
standardise the look and feel of health facilities, 
through signage and colour schemes, as well as im-
proving areas of wait with sustainable features like 
solar panels for energy efficiency, air conditioning 
and improved sanitary conveniences for a more 
comfortable wait. 
 
Speaking at the handover of the facility on July 17, 
Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. 
Christopher Tufton said the renovation of the health 
centre demonstrates the Governmentôs commitment 
to deliver healthcare at the community level. 
 

ñWe want you to use the facility and treat it as if it were yours. We want you to be proud of it, we want you to go home 
and talk about it, that it is upgraded, that it is a better facility, that you have air conditioning, you have clean bathrooms,ò 
Dr. Tufton said. 
 
ñOur health centres in our communities must be that place where you look for safety and comfort and cure. [It] must be 
that one place where you are guaranteed a healthy, safe environment where treatment provides prevention [and] makes 
you feel better about yourself when you leave,ò he added.  
 
Minister Tufton further noted that part of the administrationôs vision is to ensure that all health centres have a minimum 
standard. 
 
He also informed of the expansion of the Mocho Health Cen-
tre, which will facilitate the provision of more doctors, ser-
vices and equipment. 
 
Meanwhile, Member of Parliament for Clarendon North Cen-
tral, Hon. Robert Morgan welcomed the renovated facility. 
 
ñLet us continue to invest in the health of our people,ò he stat-
ed. 
 
Funding for the refurbishing works was provided for by the 
National Health Fund (NHF), and the Health Support Fund 
(HSF). 
 
Over $1 billion has been allocated for the Operation Refresh 
programme, and approximately 40 of 72 health centres have 
benefited from upgrades over the last five years. 

Credit: Jamaica Information Service 

Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton (third 

right), and Member of Parliament for Clarendon North Central, Hon. Rob-

ert Morgan (third left), lead in the cutting of the ribbon for the official hand-

over of the refurbished Darlow Health Centre, in Clarendon, on July 17. 
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Facilities on the Move 

Percy Junor Hospital Receives Donations From Rachel Dixon Memorial 

Fund  

On July 24, The Percy Junor Hospital in Manchester received generous donations from the Rachael Dixon Memorial 
Fund, valued at over J$673,000. 
 
The non-profit organization contributed a range of medical supplies, including blankets, walkers, urostomy pouches, 
adult and baby diapers, heel protectors, bed pads, pillowcases, a bath blanket, sheets, a sharps container, a three-piece 
health monitor set, gloves, a wheelchair, and other essential items. 
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Mandeville Regional Hospital Celebrates Nostalgic Uniform Day  

Facilities on the Move  

Staff at the Mandeville Regional Hospital in Manchester recently came together to host a spirited School Uniform Day, 
designed to foster camaraderie and enhance team spirit across all departments.  
 
This engaging event brought a sense of fun and nostalgia, allowing staff members to reminisce about their school days 
while strengthening the bonds that make their workplace a supportive and collaborative environment. 
 
Please see below highlights.  
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Community Spirit Shines at the St. Elizabeth Health Department  

Summer Camp  

Facilities on the Move  

From July 7 to 10, high school students gathered at St. Matthew's Anglican Church in Santa Cruz for the Jamaica 
Moves Healthy Lifestyle Summer Camp. Organized by the St. Elizabeth Health Department, the four-day program 
aimed to inspire, educate, and empower students from health-promoting schools. 
 
Participants took part in sessions covering leadership and self-esteem, nutrition and physical activity, non-
communicable diseases in adolescence, conflict resolution, and fire safety both at home and school.  
 
With guidance from the Medical Officers of Health and the Parish Manager, these students are now ready to champion 
the Jamaica Moves in School Programme in their own schools. 
 
Please see below highlights.  
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Facilities on the Move  

Exploring Innovation through the Biomedical Engineering Internship  

On Tuesday, July 29, SRHA concluded its one-month Biomedical Engineering Internship Programme, led by Chief Bio-
medical Engineer Ms. Toni-Ann Rodney.  
 
The interns brought fresh perspectives while gaining hands-on experience, contributing to the Computerised Mainte-
nance Management System (CMMS) and strengthening maintenance plans for critical equipment.  
 
Their efforts boosted team capacity and improved planning. SRHA looks forward to expanding this initiative across oth-
er Regional Health Authorities to drive innovation and excellence in healthcare technology. 
 
See below highlights. 
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Dr. OõRane Thomas Receives the 2025 Governor General  

Achievement Award  

Staff Highlight 

SRHA congratulates Dr. Oôrane Thomas, recipient of the 2025 Governor Generalôs Achievement Award for Clarendon 
(age 25ï35).  
 
A proud son of Clarendon and former Glenmuir High head boy, Dr. Thomas has distinguished himself through pioneer-
ing laparoscopic surgeries at May Pen Hospital, cancer awareness campaigns, and mentorship of youth.  
 
His commitment to modernizing healthcare and giving back to his community continues to inspire us all.  
 
Credit: Jamaica Gleaner 
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Happy Healthcare Workers Appreciation Month From the  

Regional Director  

Staff Highlight 
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Cricket Tournament Marks New Addition to Healthcare Workers Appreciation 
Month  

Staff Highlight 

As part of this yearôs Healthcare Workers Appreciation Month celebrations, the Southern Regional Health Authority 
hosted its first-ever T-10 Cricket Tournament on Friday, July 11. 
 
The event received strong support from participants and spectators alike, creating a vibrant atmosphere filled with ener-
gy and enthusiasm. The tournament showcased an impressive display of talent, blending competitive spirit with camara-
derie, and proved to be a memorable highlight of the monthôs activities. 
 
Please see highlights below: 
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